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LACE: ITALY, FLANDERS, FRANCE 

Through Summer 1987 

Sixty-five of The Cleveland Museum of Art's most beautiful 16 th- through 
19 th-century laces from Italy, Flanders, and France are on view in the 
Museum's Textiles Corridor through the summer of 1987. On exhibit are collars 
and cuffs, handkerchiefs, lappets (long strips of lace that adorned women's 
caps), flounces and other trimmings for fashionable garments, and household 
furnishings. Examples of lace in process illustrate the two principal methods 
of making lace by hand: needle lace, in which the design is worked with a 
needle and thread in a succession of buttonhole stitches; and bobbin lace, 
where the pattern is created by weaving or twisting together threads attached 
to bobbins. Using these techniques or combinations of the two, lacemakers 
were able to produce extremely intricate designs, with geometric, floral, 
animal, or human forms, three-dimensional details, decorative fillings, and 
fine mesh grounds. 

The Museum's lace collection, some 1000 pieces, is distinguished among 
American museum collections by its representation of early lace — from the 16 th 
through 18th centuries. It is particularly strong in Italian work— the 
earliest a 16th-century linen cloth of cutwork, bobbin lace, and whitework 
embroidery — which makes up about half of the current exhibition. The bold, 
curving leaves and flowers of a 17th-century Venetian flounce, the rich design 
of raised contours and intricate, open motifs of an 18th-century lappet from 
Brussels, and the extraordinary delicacy of 18 th-century French Valenciennes 
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and Alencon laces show the effects of fashion on lace styles and techniques. 

A stunning example of later lacemaking is a 19th-century Flemish lace parasol 
with a carved ivory handle. 

Lace: Italy, Flanders, France was organized by Anne Wardwell, curator of 
textiles. Her descriptive labels for the exhibition contain brief histories 
of lacemaking in Italy, Flanders, and France as well as a glossary of 
lacemaking terms. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public 
Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



